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NATIVE TITLE, CLAIMS IN THE PILBARA AND BURRUP PENINSULA 

 Hon JOHN FISCHER to the minister representing the Treasurer - 
My question relates to the Pilbara and Burrup Peninsula. 

(1) To what amount was the Ngaluma Injibandi native title claim funded in its progress through the courts 
by the Aboriginal Legal Service, the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission and then 
subsequent funding by the Yamatji Land and Sea Council? 

(2) To what extent was the Yamatji Land and Sea Council funded by the State for its foundation and spread 
into the Pilbara? 

(3) Is it true that the competing claim by the Wong-goo-tt-oo group was actively denied all funding from 
the aforementioned sources? 

(4) Is the State Government considering granting land on the Burrup Peninsula and elsewhere to the 
Ngaluma Injibandi group prior to the Federal Court’s decision on the west Pilbara native title claims? 

(5) If so, what will be the implications for compensation to be paid from the public purse if the State has 
already given land to Ngaluma Injibandi and Yaburara, and the Wong-goo-tt-oo then win a 
determination of native title over that land in the Federal Court? 

(6) Is it wise for the State Government to act and gamble with its own funds until the Federal Court’s 
decision has been handed down? 

Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question.  The question is appropriately addressed to me representing 
the Treasurer, and the answer I have been provided is in these terms - 

(1) Native title claims such as the Ngaluma Injibandi are funded by the Commonwealth through ATSIC.  
The State Government is not aware of how much funding was provided to progress the Ngaluma 
Injibandi claim in the Federal Court. 

(2) This Government is aware that the previous State Government provided $300 000 funding to the YLSC 
for the operation of the Yamatji Cooperative Planning Agreement, which at the time was relevant only 
to the Murchison Gascoyne region.  The present Government has not renewed this agreement. 

(3) Funding native title claims such as Wong-goo-tt-oo group’s claim is provided by the Commonwealth 
through ATSIC.  The State Government is not able to confirm whether the Wong-goo-tt-oo group’s 
claim was actively denied funding by the Aboriginal Legal Service, ATSIC or the Yamatji Land and 
Sea Council. 

(4) The State is seeking to compulsorily acquire land for an industrial estate on the Burrup Peninsula.  The 
State Government is currently negotiating with the three native title groups, including the Wong-goo-tt-
oo, that have the right to negotiate with the Government under the commonwealth Native Title Act 
1993 for the compulsory acquisition.  Part of the Government’s offer to all of the native title groups is 
the possible transfer of title to some of the non-industrial land areas on the Burrup Peninsula with the 
consent of all three groups. 

(5) The State Government will not proceed with a transfer of any of the non-industrial land on the Burrup 
Peninsula to the registered native title groups unless the agreement of all the groups to the transfer is 
secured prior to the Federal Court determination. 

(6) The Government is required to negotiate in good faith with all three native title claim groups under the 
provisions of the commonwealth Native Title Act 1993.  In negotiating with the groups, the 
Government has taken care to act responsibly and in good faith. 

 


